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When the Group of Twenty (G20) countries came together in 1999, the foremost agenda on the
mind of the leaders were to achieve international financial stability. As the years passed, and the
group achieved salience, the scope of the forum broadened to include a number of other issues
of significance given the role of various sectors that contribute to overall economic growth and
development.

While the G20 has always emphasised that education remains the key to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), education as an agenda gained further traction during the G20 Summit
in Argentina in 2018, wherein Education was included as a part of the Sherpa Track. This led to the
creation of the Education Working Group (EdWG) which meets about three to four times annually,
comprising of officials from G20 and other invitee countries (which remains the prerogative of
the then presidency). The EAWG meetings provide an opportunity for the officials to discuss and
highlight policy interventions at the national or regional level and advance collaborative efforts in
the field of education, skills and employability. The EAWG meeting culminate in the Ministerial
Meeting that is followed by the signing of the Ministerial Declaration. Except in 2019, the EdAWG has
been meeting annually every year under the rotating presidency.

The EdAWG meetings from the beginning have focused on a diverse and forward-looking set of issues
of international relevance, which includes early childhood education, primary education, secondary
education and tertiary education. While focusing on the various issues specific to the education
sector, the G20 Forum, in their deliberations and final declarations, have always underscored the
role of education in contributing to the broader aims of reducing poverty and inequality; promoting
inclusive and sustainable economic growth; advancing access to quality education for all, especially
girls and empowering women, youth and vulnerable groups. While doing so, the emphasis has also
been on the diversity of the G20 group members, and the national and regional contexts. As we move
towards the post pandemic world, the important role of education in tackling social and economic
challenges has become even more pronounced.

India assumed the Presidency of the G20 Forum on 1 December 2022 and will hold the presidency
up to 30 November 2023. As a part of its yearlong presidency, a number of activities have been
planned by the Government of India to showcase its leadership in different fields and within the
ambit of G20. Education is one of the important components.
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Different activities have also been suggested for the academic institutions under the ‘University
Connect’ initiative by the University Grants Commission (UGC). The four EdAWG meetings and
the Education Ministers’ meeting under the Indian presidency this year are scheduled to be held
in different parts of the country from January to June 2023. Each of the EdAWG meetings are also
preceded by a Seminar on one of the four priority areas (see below) hosted by an academic institution
within the country.

Given below are the four themes identified by the Ministry of Education (MoE), Government of
India for discussion at the EdWG meetings and the Ministerial meeting:

e Ensuring Foundational Literacy and Numeracy especially in the context of Blended Learning
e Making Tech-enabled Learning more Inclusive, Qualitative and Collaborative at every level

e Building Capacities, Promoting Life-Long Learning in context of Future of work

e Strengthening Research and Promoting Innovation through Richer Collaboration

NIEPA has been nominated as one of the Knowledge Partners by the MoE, thereby entrusting it with
the overall responsibilities of academic preparations in respect of Education Track meetings to be
held during India’s G20 Presidency. In this light, NIEPA, in consultation with the MoE, is organising
this two-days long Consultative Meet on ‘India’s G20 Presidency and the Education Agenda’ with the
objective to provide concrete inputs to facilitate the EdAWG Meetings and especially the Ministerial
Declaration to be brought out on conclusion of the meetings.

The Consultative Meet will be conducted by the National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration (NIEPA), New Delhi and with organisational support provided by the Unit for
International Cooperation, NIEPA. The programme will include a total of more than 100 participants
who are policymakers, academicians and educationists with expertise on the various themes to be
discussed during the Meet. The Consultative Meet will be conducted in face-to-face mode in Room
no. 113 at NIEPA, New Delhi with a few experts attending the meeting online.

The four themes identified for discussion at the Consultative Meet are aligned with the priority areas
of the G20 Education Working Group Meetings to be held in 2023 under Indian Presidency (see
above).

Half a day is being devoted to each theme so that all four themes are covered over a period of two
days. The thematic consultations would be preceded by an inaugural session on the first day.
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A report would be brought out by integrating the recommendations from the consultative meeting,
and the same would be submitted to the Ministry of Education, Government of India (GoI). The
report may serve as a guiding document for providing policy inputs for the Education Working
Group (EAWG) Meetings and the academic side events being planned alongside by the MoE.

Programme Director

Prof Sudhanshu Bhushan, Vice Chancellor (I/C), NIEPA and Head, Department of Higher and
Professional Education

Programme Coordinator

Prof Kumar Suresh, Head Department of Educational Administration

Programme Management

The overall programme is being managed by the Unit for International Cooperation, National
Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA).

Ensuring Foundational Literacy and Numeracy especially in the context of blended learning

Prof. Madhumita Bandyopadhyay, Professor, Department of School & Non-Formal Education
Prof. Rasmita Das Swain, Professor, School Standard and Evaluation Unit
Dr. Kashyapi Awasthi, Assistant Professor Department of School & Non-Formal Education

Dr. Tshering Chonzom Bhutia, Advisor and Incharge, Unit for International Cooperation

Making Tech-Enabled learning more inclusive, qualitative and collaborative at every level

Prof. K Srinivas, Head, ICT Unit

Prof. Pradeep Kumar Mishra, Director, Centre for Policy Research in Higher Education
Dr. Amit Gautam, Assistant Professor, Department of School & Non-Formal Education
Dr. V P S Raju, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Finance

Dr. Alok Ranjan, Deputy Advisor, Unit for International Cooperation
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Building capacities, promoting life-long learning in the context of Future of Work

e Prof. Mona Khare, Head, Department of Educational Finance
e Prof. Vineeta Sirohi, Department of Educational Administration
e Dr. Binay Prasad, Deputy Advisor, Unit for International Cooperation

Strengthening Research, promoting innovation through richer collaboration

e Prof. Avinash K. Singh, Head, Department of Educational Policy
e Prof. K. Biswal, Head, Department of Educational Planning

e Mr. Eldho Mathews, Deputy Advisor, Unit for International Cooperation

13-14 February 2023. Room no. 113, first floor, NIEPA, New Delhi.

The participants of the Consultative Meet include policymakers, academicians, educationists from
across the country. The total number of participants is expected to be more than 100. The list of
participants is given at Annexure 2 of the programme guide.

Arrangements for boarding and lodging of the outstation participants have been made at the NIEPA
Guest House, New Delhi from 12-14 February 2023.

The Consultative Meet is being organised with the administrative supoort provided under the overall
leadership of Dr. Sandeep Chatterjee, Registrar, NIEPA, Dr. D.S. Thakur, Administrative Officer,
NIEPA and Mr. Nishant Sinha, Finance Officer, NIEPA.

The layout and design of the Programme Guide has been prepared by Publication Unit led by
Mr. Amit Singhal, Deputy Publication Officer, NIEPA and his team.

The Training Cell and the IT Team of NIEPA are responsible for facilitating the conduct of the
Consultative Meet.
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Annexure-I|

THEME 1

13 February 2023
1040 - 1330 hrs
Room No.113, NIEPA, New Delhi

It was in 1999, in the aftermath of the Asian financial crisis, that the Group of 20 (G20) was founded
in order to provide a platform for the Finance Ministers and central bank Governors. It was then
upgraded at the level of the Head of government and leaders of the state in the wake of the global
economic crisis. In 2009, the forum was entitled the “premier forum for international economic
cooperation” (G20.org). Held annually, the G20 summits are led by a rotating Presidency. The Group
includes Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Tiirkiye, the United Kingdom and
the United States — and the European Union. In addition, there are invited participants like Spain,
African Union, the United Nations etc. (G20.o0rg).

The G20 has adopted topics and themes with special attention on sustainable development. Thus,
in 2018, under the Presidency of Argentina, the summit worked with the framework of “Building
consensus for fair and sustainable development”. During this year, the Group also brought out a
resolution entitled “G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development: Building human capital to break
the cycle of poverty and inequality”. This was also the first time that the Education Working Group of
the G20 met. The summit therefore launched the G20 Initiative for Early Childhood Development,
with a determination to contribute towards ensuring that all children “are well nourished and healthy,
receive proper care, stimulation and opportunities for early learning and education, and grow up
in nurturing and enabling environments, protected from all kinds of violence, abuse, neglect and
conflict” It also underlined that the situation is especially alarming in low-income and developing
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countries, and this is accentuated by the crises such as forced displacement, where the potential for
children’s development is at risk.

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) has been an important concern across the world and
especially in India. Foundational literacy works with the notion that pre-existing knowledge of the
language helps in building literacy skills in languages. Towards that direction, the key components
in Foundational Language and Literacy are Oral Language, Decoding, Reading Fluency, Reading
Comprehension and Writing. On the other hand, Foundational Numeracy translates to the ability
to reason and apply simple numerical concepts in daily life. The major components of foundational
numeracy include Pre-number concepts, Numbers and operations on numbers, Shapes and Spatial
Understanding, Measurement and Data Handling (Department of School Education and Literacy,
2021a).

According to UNESCO, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights underlines “that education
is a fundamental human right for everyone and this right was further detailed in the Convention
against Discrimination in Education” (UNESCO, 2020). This primarily entails compulsory primary
education that should be free, and universal and secondary and higher education that is generally
available and accessible (as well as progressively free) (UNESCO, 2020). While 155 countries
guarantee 9 years of education, only 99 countries ensure it till 12 years. UNICEF notes that 8.2% of
primary school age children do not attend school. The concept of “learning poverty”, was developed
by the World Bank (WB) and the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) and describes the inability
to read and understand a simple text by age 10. Even the richest countries exhibit learning poverty
related concerns. As per a report by UNICEF Innocentia, “On average 40 per cent of children across
all OECD and EU countries do not have basic reading and mathematics skills by age 15” (UNICEF,
2020). It is surprising that the learning poverty rate has been rising even though the number of
school-going children has been increasing steadily year after year. Considering that 260 million
children are not even enrolled in the school system aggravates the “learning poverty” or the “learning
crisis’, as it is now being dubbed (World Bank, 2021). The utmost priority and importance that the
G20 has given to these issues are evident from the fact that since 2018, the goals of Early Childhood
Development and Education have been reiterated in all the years since. The Chair’s summary of the
2022 G20 summit in Indonesia also stressed on factors like Universal Quality Education, Digital
Technology in Education as well as Solidarity and Partnership in Education.

During its ongoing Presidency, India intends to focus on recommitting G20’s efforts to achieving the
targets laid out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Press Information Bureau, 2022).
One of the priority areas that has been recognized in this direction is ensuring foundational literacy
and numeracy especially in the context of blended learning (NDTV Education, 2022).

The National Policy of Education 1986 identified Foundational Literacy and Numeracy as one of
the thrust areas. As has been cited above, the NEP 2020 has also stressed on furthering the country’s
journey toward fulfilling these goals. The current concept note therefore discusses the different
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initiatives by the G20 in general and India in particular towards ensuring FLN across the populace
as well as making digital learning accessible.

In the Indian scenario, the nation has given utmost priority to addressing these issues in its policies
since independence. As per the constitution, “The State shall endeavour to provide, within a period
of ten years from the commencement of this Constitution, for free and compulsory education for
all children until they complete the age of fourteen years (Ministry of External Affairs).” Thus, even
as it is not a fully acknowledged right of the citizen, it is quoted as a directive principle and thereby
recognized as a constitutional commitment of the state. Within this, it also has to be noted that the
Right to Education Act 2009 (RTE Act), the eighty-sixth amendment act in 2002 inserted Article
21-A in the Constitution, commits “to provide free and compulsory education of all children in the
age group of six to fourteen years as a Fundamental Right” Department of School Education and
Literacy, 2021b). According to the National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT),
the early years (0 to 8 years) are the most significant period of growth and development, in the life
of a child. This is because it is during this period that the foundation for the holistic development of
the child is laid. It is also the period when the foundations of the child’s future learning are set up. In
other words, children who are provided with quality early childhood education, and participate in it,
are bound to demonstrate significant gains in all spheres of life as opposed to children who have no
access to these. “Strong foundation in the early years has a lasting impact on children’s development
and are considered to be critical inputs in improving the enrolment and participation of children in
formal schooling” (Ministry of Education).

It is in this light that the National Education Policy of 2020 devised a new framework for the
educational system in India with a 5+3+3+4 structure. According to NCERT, “... a strong base of
ECCE from age three is included, which is aimed at promoting better overall learning, development,
and well-being” The NEP 2020 sets forth three years of preschool (for three to six years of age) before
the kid enters Class I (NishthaOnline). The Ministry of Education has also commenced a National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat). The target
of the mission is to ensure that every child in the country necessarily achieves foundational literacy
and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. The focal age group of the mission will be 3 to 9
years. There will also be a provision of supportive measures for children who have not attained the
foundational skills by grades 4 and 5. They will be provided with support and guidance by individual
teachers as well as peer support and age appropriate and supplementary graded learning materials to
achieve the necessary competencies (Department of School Education and Literacy, 2021a).

That the provisioning of ECCE has to be brought within the purview of the RTE Act has been raised
by various researches (Bandyopadhyay and Khandari, 2018). It is also imperative to recommit to
ensuring universal access to education for students from various socio-economic backgrounds and
special educational needs.

The Covid 19 pandemic and the resultant school closures have added another dimension to these
concerns as far as the educational system is concerned - both globally as well as in the Indian scenario.
The eventual switch to digital and virtual teaching and learning meant that access to learning — which
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was already skewed - was further limited. “The simulation results based on the latest available data
and evidence indicate that the pandemic has likely caused a sharp increase in global learning poverty
to an estimated 70 percent” (“State of Global Learning Poverty: 20227). All the gains accumulated
by low- and middle-income countries in mitigating learning poverty since 2000 may have been lost,
which is a huge setback. Even as schools are re-opening now, there is a major concern regarding
the readiness of schools to smoothen the transition back to offline learning. Towards this direction,
there have been some efforts to ensure this smooth transition through School Readiness Programs.
However, these efforts need to be further strengthened.

The Ministry of Education, while leading the Education Working Group (EdAWG), plans to hold
four meetings during the event followed by a conclave of education ministers of participating
countries between January and June 2023. Taking cognizance of all the issues and concerns raised
above, ensuring foundational literacy and numeracy especially in the context of blended learning, is
therefore recognized as the focal theme for one of the consultative meetings.

1. Assess the strides that the world - particularly the G20 countries - have made toward ensuring
universal access to Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN).

2. Assess the current situation of the global community in terms of attaining the Sustainable
Development Goals

3. Reorienttowardsachievingthe Sustainable Development Goalsbyfocusing on the universalization
of FLN, irrespective of their socio-economic backgrounds and special educational needs.

4. Find out the present experiences of India in the effort towards ensuring foundational literacy and
numeracy as well as assessing the gaps between the policies and their implementation.

5. Assess the impact that the pandemic and the resultant ‘digital learning’” has had on the efforts
towards ensuring the universalization of FLN.

6. Draw up a new road map towards ensuring universalization of FLN and attaining the SDGs in
the post-pandemic situation.

Key Discussion Points

1. Assessing the extant policy perspectives as well as the mechanisms in place
towards ensuring universal FLN.

2. What measures need to be adopted to further strengthen the foundation of
education through FLN, in the context of the RTE Act 20092
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3. How can the foundation of education be further broadened through school
readiness programs in order to reach the entire populace including students from
various socio-economic backgrounds and special educational needs?

4. How to ensure a smooth universal transition from pre-school to school and
effective access and participation of children in schools?

5. Assessing the impact that Covid-19 pandemic has caused in the education
sector and developing strategies to overcome the ‘digital gap’ by providing age
appropriate educational opportunities at this foundational stage of education.

“About Foundational Literacy & Numeracy (FLN)” Ministry of Education, Government of India. https://
diksha.gov.in/fln.html

“About G20” G20.org https://www.g20.org/en/about-g20/

Bandyopadhyay, Madhumita. & Meenakshi Khandari. “Early Childhood Care and Education in India”
ANTRIEP Newsletter 24, 1. January- June 2018. 7-8.

“Dharmendra Pradhan Calls For Involving Students, Educational Institutions In G20 Education Working
Group” NDTV Education https://www.ndtv.com/education/dharmendra-pradhan-calls-for-involving-

students-educational-institutions-in-g20-education-working-group

“Directive Principles of State Policy” Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. https://www.mea.
gov.in/Images/pdf1/Part4.pdf

“Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE): The Foundation of Learning. Introduction to FLN Mission,
Nishtha Online, National Council of Educational Training and Administration (NCERT). https://itpd.ncert.

gov.in/course/view.php?id=1692&section=1

“G-20 and India’s Presidency” Press Information Bureau, Ministry of Education, Government of India. https://

pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=1882356

“NIPUN Bharat”, Department of School Education and Literacy, Government of India, 2021. https://dsel.
education.gov.in/sites/default/files/NIPUN_BHARAT_GUIDELINES_EN.pdf

“Right to Education” Department of School Education and Literacy, Gol. https://dsel.education.gov.in/rte

“Shri Dharmendra Pradhan holds a high-level meeting on preparations for G20 Summit going to be held in
India in 2023” Press Information Bureau, Ministry of Education, Government of India https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=1876560
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“What is Learning Poverty?” World Bank. 28 April 2021. https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/education/
brief/what-is-learning-poverty

“What You Need to Know About the Right to Education” UNESCO.
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/what-you-need-know-about-right-education#: ~:text=The%20right%20
to%20education%20is,0f%20poverty%20and%20into%20society.

“World’s richest countries grappling with children’s reading and math skills, mental well-being and obesity”,
UNICEE 3 September 2020, https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/worlds-richest-countries-grappling-
childrens-reading-and-math-skills-mental-wellWorld Bank.
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THEME 2

13 February 2023
1400 - 1700 hrs
Room No.113, NIEPA, New Delhi

The Group of Twenty (G20) is the premier forum for international economic cooperation. It plays a
vital role in shaping and strengthening global architecture and governance on all major international
economic issues. India holds the Presidency of the G20 from 1st December 2022 to 30th November
2023.

The Group of Twenty (G20) comprises 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Tiirkiye, United Kingdom and United States) and the European Union. The G20
members represent around 85% of the global GDP, over 75% of worldwide trade, and about two-
thirds of the world population.

The G20 Summit is held annually under the leadership of a rotating Presidency. The 18" G20 Heads
of State and Government Summit will take place on 9-10 September 2023 in New Delhi. In addition
to 19 member countries, nine guest countries and several international organizations are invited to
attend the summit.

The G20 was created in 1999 to address the world’s financial challenges. Initially, it concentrated on
reforms to regulate the financial markets, the international monetary system, and the macroeconomic
cooperation between the G20 countries. However, over time, the G20 agenda has been expanded and
now includes a wide range of topics. Due to the thematic breadth of the G20, there are many different
working groups and their meetings.

CONSULTATIVE MEET ON INDIA’S G20 PRESIDENCY AND THE EDUCATION AGENDA | 11



Education as a priority in the G20 agenda was included during the Argentine Presidency in 2018.
Education Track is viewed by G20 chiefly from the point that collaboration in the field of education,
research, and training is deemed significant for the economy and society of developing and developed
world alike, G20 member countries included.

The first meeting of the G20 Ministers of Education (EMM) was held in Mendoza, Argentine Republic,
on 5th September 2018. The 1st Education Working Group (EdWG) meeting took place in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, from 11 - 13 April 2018. Saudi Arabia hosted the G20 Ministers of Education
(EMMs) and EAWG Meetings in 2020 and Italy in 2021. No Ministerial Meeting on education was
held in 2019 during Japan’s Presidency. This year’s G-20 Education Ministers’ meeting will be held
on 28th June 2023 in New Delhi.

Technology for education has emerged as a priority subtheme under the theme of education in the
last three G-20 summits, i.e., 2020, 2021, and 2022. G20 Education Ministers Meeting in Riyadh
on 5th September 2020 recognized the value of distance and blended teaching and learning. It
underscored the importance of enhancing access to high-quality education, professional development
for educators, digital infrastructure and content, cybersecurity awareness, appropriate teaching
methodologies, and active learning. The G20 Education Ministers meeting in Catania, Italy, on 22nd
June 2021, recognized the importance of current societal and technological innovations and the
potentially transformative impact that digital technologies, Artificial Intelligence and Big Data can
have on education. G20 Education Ministers’ Meeting held in Bali, Indonesia, on 1st September
2022, emphasized “the need to harness the potential of digital technologies in addressing the issues
of educational access, quality and equity, and in providing learning experiences that are more
interactive, personalised and engaging” (p.3). These statements and observations emerging from
the previous three G20 Education Ministers’ meetings highlight that digital technology-mediated
education is emerging as a new normal.

In accordance, this year’s G20 Education Ministers’ meetings on 28th June 2023 in Pune, India,
will discuss making tech-enabled learning more inclusive, qualitative, and collaborative at every
level. This meet will further pave the way for India to showcase its achievements in tech-enabled
learning and also help other developing nations build education systems that are inclusive, open,
and resilient. Similarly, there may be some technology-enabled learning best practices in other G-20
countries that India can learn from and make the best use of for the betterment of their school and
higher education system. This G-20 Education ministers meeting is an opportunity to highlight and
discuss all significant and successful digital initiatives in education from India and other countries
for learning from each other. Ultimately, the hope is that this meeting will pave the way and offer
innovative solutions for making tech-enabled learning more inclusive, qualitative, and collaborative
at every level of education at the global level.
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This consultative meeting focuses on analyzing ongoing digital initiatives, suggesting innovative
practices for tech-enabled learning, and making it more inclusive, qualitative, and collaborative
at every level of education in G-20 countries.

Strategies and measures to make tech-enabled learning more inclusive, including possible joint
initiatives to overcome the problem of the digital divide.

Leveraging open technology ecosystems and open learning resources for quality content and
learning experiences.

Strategies for optimizing and mobilizing non-digital resources to address the current digital
access divide.

Setting standards for e-learning content, technology, and pedagogy for online/digital teaching-
learning so that interoperability of digital learning content can be done.

Proposing strategies/ initiatives to overcome the digital divide and make tech-enabled learning
more inclusive.

Sharing of best practices and experiences on technology-based learning and new educational
models that emerged in response to Covid 19.

Suggesting strategies to improve access to open educational resources.

Making strategies to exhibit India’s achievements in the field of tech-enabled learning.

The invited participants will be divided into four groups and be provided an issue each for
discussion. The groups will be provided two hours for discussion and preparing a summary.
Afterward, every group will be provided 15 minutes to present the summary and subsequent
discussions by other groups.
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THEME 3

14 February 2023
1000 - 1300 hrs
Room No.113, NIEPA, New Delhi

There is a general concurrence that one of the key objectives of education and training is building
capacities of learners and equipping them with necessary skills that enable them to deal with the
challenges of the present time as well as those that are bound to emerge in the future. The expected
objective includes making them literate, preparing them for the workforce as well as developing
their core competencies to cope up with challenges of life. With a passage of time, the nature of
competencies required and the skills needed have been changing. Given the present scenario, policy
interventions across the world, including those in developing nations like India have stressed upon
the skills that will help them become successful in a highly competitive scenario of the present times.
Those sets of skills often referred to as 21st Century Skills’ have been interpreted in different ways.
Broadly it constitutes all those competencies that may be clubbed under ‘Learning Skills, ‘Life Skills’
and ‘Literacy Skills. Alternatively, it has been referred to as traits and competencies pertaining to
Critical Thinking, Creativity and Innovation, Collaboration, and Communication. The terminology
that gained popularity and encompasses both cognitive and non-cognitive attributes and skills in a
knowledge framework is ‘Employability Skills”

At the other end, it is quite apparent that education and training, or for that matter the process of
learning is not limited to the normal years of acquiring education, but in fact continue beyond that.

On this front, United Nations SDG 4 demanded a pro-active role to ‘promote lifelong learning’ for
all.

Notably, key modules of education and training have been historically imparted through various
means. After World War II, education was being looked at as a priority issue, and lifelong learning
started to acquire significance at the turn of 1960s and a decade later. At the outset, formal education
and formal systems of education have had a wider timeline of existence and expansion; however, the
world has witnessed remarkable shifts in the approaches towards education and training beyond the
defined years of acquiring education at schools and the universities. Indeed, the same has culminated
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in the form of lifelong learning, continuing education, adult education and continuous professional
development. The set of nomenclature have been widely interpreted and differently understood
across the world and societies.

Historically, many universities and institutions did offer courses that were designed to cater to those
in their late years who were willing to upgrade their skills, knowledge, qualifications either out of
professional requirement or purely out of interest.

The OECD Education Ministers in 1996 identified that under the policy framework, ensuring ‘Lifelong
learning for all’ requires: all forms of learning including informal learning be accorded recognition;
special focus on those with poor schooling or foundational years of learning; ‘equitable access to
learning’; diverse learning methods; curriculum changes directed at igniting learning motivation
and content mastery; optimum use and deployment of public and private resources; suitability of
courses to the needs and grasping capacity of learners; and inter-ministerial coordination to enhance
and deliver lifelong learning. It necessitates ensuring wider opportunities and flexible pathways for
pursuing life-long learning as well as integration of all levels of education starting from pre-schools,
general schooling, higher education, vocational education and life-long learning frameworks. The
integration is also bespoken in the context that an individual with a strong foundation would be better
positioned to benefit from education and skilling opportunities at the later stages of life. The desired
outcomes result in a society and people who are better informed, better skilled, technologically
familiar, highly productive, and possess improved living standards. At the same time, people are
continuously learning and willing to transform in response to fundamental shifts in the society and
economy.

Now, experiential learning is valued and validated at a greater scale, and lifelong learning is being
widely acknowledged as a key component of the education system.

Moving further, a major objective of education and training is also to provide a decent and sustainable
work scenario to the youths. This process is being deeply transformed by recent technological
advancements rendering prior knowledge and skills irrelevant. It is quite evident that to secure a
better future aligned to the vision of SDG 4 concerted efforts are needed on the part of the national
governments.

On a parallel front, the modern economies are deeply motivated to develop themselves as knowledge
economies, making them disposed towards longevity of learning periods. In addition, lifelong
learning is being seen in consonance with the future of work. The UNESCO 2030 Agenda envisions
a significant share of youth and adult population with ‘relevant skills, including technical and
vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship.

Evidently, three key drivers would determine the scenario of the future of work namely ‘technological
progress, ‘demographic change’ given the varying nature of the working population, and ‘globalisation’
(Future of Work and Skills, OECD 2017). Recent technological advancements like Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Big Data analytics, machine learning, Robotics and Internet of Things (IoT) would
have a far reaching impact on our societies and economy.
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Being at a forefront in the field of future of work demands a better understanding of the changing
nature of work owing to partial and full automation of industrial units, newer skills required, and
support systems available to those either willing to retire or unable to continue working at a certain
stage of life.

In the backdrop, there has been an increased demand for a human-centred approach towards the
future of work. This idea has been backed by many international bodies, especially by the Global
Commission on Future of Work set-up by the International Labour Organization (ILO) which
suggested ‘people’ to be placed in centrality while devising socio-economic policies.

Especially conditions created due to the Covid-19 demands a new approach towards lifelong learning
and future of work. It should not only be viewed in an integrated form but also be viewed from
the angle of inclusivity and vulnerability of relatively marginalised communities. The pandemic
has renewed the interest and need towards continuous availability of learning materials and course
delivery platforms. The innovations in the form of digital learning, virtual classrooms, digital
certification, online examinations have increased the scope and reach of teaching and learning.

The Education Track of G20 has identified “Building Capacities, Promoting Life-Long Learning in
context of Future of work” as one of the Priority Agenda for discussions and deliberations at the
Education Working Group Meetings to be held in 2023 under the Indian Presidency. The Education
track has indicated its focus on devising strategies and discussing policy interventions to “strengthen
capacities for promoting life-long learning and future of work”. Further, the deliberations are directed
towards closing skills gaps and promoting lifelong learning, while also leveraging the use of digital
tools to make the workforce future ready. The discussion presently on the agenda and likely to guide
the future discussions of G20 members are a mosaic of national, regional and global strategies.
G20 members have indicated their commitment towards facilitating agile and flexible learning
opportunities as well as the need for skilling, reskilling and upskilling. Given the reorientation of
priorities many members have stressed upon micro-credentials certification and appreciated the
national credit framework being placed by many nations.

Aligned to the agenda of G20, NIEPA proposes to have a Consultative Meeting on G20 Education
Track 2023 to discuss the said theme with experts, policy makers and practitioners in this field.
The Inputs received from the Consultative Meet would be shared with the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, to assist its preparation in the G20 Education Track.

e To critically reflect on India’s challenge to preparing youth for future work
e To identify gaps in education and training in the light of future skill needs
e Todiscuss measures that can build a continuum of skill based learning for sustained employability.

e To suggest the role that can be played by various stakeholders in bridging the learning and skills
gap for future work needs.
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The expected outcome of the meeting is to arrive at a background note on actionable points for India
and G-20 on the selected theme.

We have identified various organisations and key resource personnel who are actively involved in
the said fields and have practical experience. We propose to invite academicians, policy makers from
government departments, as well as state government departments. Some of the organisations we
propose to involve are Govt. bodies, Senior researchers and practitioners from the academia and
NITI Aayog, NIOS, IGNOU, IITs, IIMs, OECD, UNESCO, FICCI, UGC etc.

A Primer on the status of the select themes under G20 Education Track would be presented,
highlighting the key elements related to the subject that have been discussed in the previous Education
Working Group Meetings of G20. The participating experts will then be invited to comment upon
each of the core components of themes under this year’s G20 Education Track Priority Area IIL
The deliberations would revolve around the discussion points and suggestive questions, referring
to the best practices as well as its applicability in the national context. The format allows experts to
contribute in their own way in advancing the priorities of India on the said theme.

Some of the suggestive themes may include Evidence Based Research and Information System,
Digital Skilling and Lifelong Learning, Recognition of Prior Learning, Education- Industry Linkage,
Integration of Skills in Curriculum, Assessment and Certification, Soft Skills, Entrepreneurship Skills,
Training infrastructure, Training of Teachers/Trainers, Public Private Partnership, and Guidance
and Counselling Services.

e What are the skills and competencies that the current generation needs to be equipped with, in
view of the future scenario of work and life?

e Are key competencies universal or do we need to devise a set of core competencies based on the
needs of the country?

e How to induct attitudinal changes toward vocational streams and towards lifelong learning in
India?

e How to approach the need for curricular changes and training of teachers demanded by the
inevitable transition in the functional nature of work?

e What role can digital technology play in the efficient implementation of strategies on lifelong
learning and continuous professional development in a country like India?

e Are existing institutions prepared to take up initiatives related to facilitating lifelong learning,
providing practical industry experiences, and assessment and certification of skills?

e What role can international partners play in enhancing the capability of institutions and people
of India in the said areas?
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o Istheapproach towards a common skills framework beneficial for the developing and developed
nations on the same pattern and scale?

e How can the issue of equity and inclusion of diverse learners, especially referring to gender based
representation be taken into account?

e How can we jointly build a Skills Continuum from lower to higher levels of learning involving
multiple stakeholders?

e What funding and financing models can be developed as a means to collective learning?
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THEME 4

14 February 2023
1400 - 1700 hrs
Room No.113, NIEPA, New Delhi

When the Group of Twenty (G20) countries came together in 1999, the foremost agenda in the
mind of the leaders were to achieve international financial stability. As the years passed, the group
achieved salience and it helped to broaden the scope of the Forum to take up a number of other
issues of global significance.

Education as an agenda gained traction following the first formal meeting of the G20 Ministers of
Education in Argentina in 2018. Since then, except 2019, the Education Working Group (EdWG)
has been meeting annually every year under the rotating presidency.

The EdAWG meetings from the beginning have focused on a diverse and forward-looking set of issues
of international relevance, which includes early childhood education, primary education, secondary
education and tertiary education. While focusing on the various issues, the G20 Forum in their
deliberations and final declarations have always underscored the role of education in contributing to
the broader aims of reducing poverty and inequality; promoting inclusive and sustainable economic
growth; advancing access to quality education for all, especially girls; and empowering women, youth
and vulnerable groups.

As we move towards the post pandemic world, the important role of higher education, research and
innovations in tackling social and economic challenges has become more pronounced. It is well-
known that countries and people benefit more when they come together to exchange knowledge
and collaborate with each other rather than working in silos. Sharing of best practices in research
and higher education in order to achieve common goals and facilitate joint action is the best way
forward. Not only is it more efficient in terms of time and cost involved, it has also proven to be more
effective as the global knowledge landscape is undergoing rapid changes.
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India holds the Presidency of the G20 from 1 December 2022 to 30 November 2023." The G20
Presidency provides immense opportunities for the country to share its experiences, learnings and
models as possible templates for others, particularly the developing world.*

India’s presidency will be helpful in advancing debates on various themes and issues related to higher
education and research, especially in the context of the priorities and vision set out by India’s National
Education Policy 2020. This is also important when the country has come a long way in the Global
Innovation Index (GII) from the 81st spot in 2015 to the 40th spot in 2022.> One of the four priority
areas in education during India’s presidency is “Strengthening Research and Promoting Innovation
through Richer Collaboration”. Dialogues on this theme have the potential to not only advance the
frontiers of knowledge but also to strengthen relations among the member countries. Furthermore,
they are beneficial for the individual nations, and for the world as a whole to address various global
challenges.*

The National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA) is convening a
consultative meeting in this overall context with experts and policymakers to develop a strategy for
Indiato shareits experiences for other countries in Strengthening Research and Promoting Innovation
through Richer Collaboration. The objectives of the meeting are to gain different perspectives to:

1. Facilitate global academic collaborations.
Promote targeted research through partnerships.

Blend traditional knowledge with modern research.

Promote gender equity in research and innovation.

2

3

4. Facilitate access to knowledge through “One Nation, One Subscription”

5

6. Promote skills development and research for meeting the Sustainable Development Goals.
7

Promote India as a global study destination.

! About G20. https://www.g20.org/en/about-g20/. G20 Secretariat, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India

? Narendra Modi, India’s G20 Presidency: https://www.narendramodi.in/today-india- commences-its-g20-
presidency--566168

* PIB (2022). India climbs to the 40th rank in the Global Innovation Index of WIPO; a huge leap of 41 places in 7 years.
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1863536

*King, D. The scientific impact of nations. Nature 430, 311-316 (2004). https://doi.org/10.1038/430311a
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The following questions will guide the discussion:

1.

What measures and strategies have been adopted/need to be taken up to strengthen collaborations
among G20 members to enhance research, open access and promote innovations?

What measures and strategies have been adopted/need to be taken up to reduce barriers for
research mentoring and cross-institutional collaborations?

What measures and strategies have been adopted/need to be taken up to promote equitable
access to research and innovation opportunities?

How to promote research and international academic collaborations through the proposed
National Research Foundation (NRF)?

What would be the role of Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERU) in
achieving quality education?

How can we achieve the United Nations sustainable development goals through greater
interventions in the higher education and research sector?

How can we attract greater numbers of international students to India?

A report would be brought out by integrating the recommendations of the consultative meeting; and

it would be submitted to the Ministry of Education, Government of India.
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Annexure |l

Day 1: Monday, 13 February 2023

9:30 am - 5:00 pm
9:30 - 10:00 am
10:00 - 10:35 am

10:40 am - 1:30 pm

1:30 — 2:00 pm
2:00 - 5:00 pm

Day 2: 14 February 2023
9:30 am - 5:00 pm

9:30 - 10:00 am

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

1:00 — 2:00 pm

2:00 - 5:00 pm

Registration and High Tea
Inaugural Session

Session 1: Ensuring Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
especially in the context of Blended Learning

Lunch

Session 2: Making Tech-enabled Learning more Inclusive,
Qualitative and Collaborative at every level

Registration and High Tea

Session 3: Building Capacities, Promoting Life-Long Learning
in context of Future of work

Lunch

Session 4: Strengthening Research and Promoting Innovation
through Richer Collaboration
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List of Participants
(mentioned theme wise)

Theme 1: Ensuring Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Especially
in the Context of Blended Learning

1 Ms. Aditi Das Rout
Additional Secretary
(Saksham Anganwadi and Mission Poshan 2.0,
Media, G20 related matters, Food & Nutrition Board)
Ministry of Women and Child Development,
Room no 305, A Wing, New Delhi

2 Dr. Amarendra P. Behera
Joint Director Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET)
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
New Delhi-110016

3 Prof. Anita Priyadarshini
Associate Professor
STRIDE, Block 16,
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU),
New Delhi-110068, New Delhi

4 Dr. Anubha Rajesh
Chair Professor
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Research,
Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi-110025

5 Dr. Archana Kumari
Assistant Professor
Department of Home Science
IIS (deemed to be University), Jaipur, 302020
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S1.No.

10

11

12

Name and Address

Ms. Archana Sharma Awasthi

Joint Secretary (AE & Coord.)

Department of School Education & Literacy
Ministry of Education, Government of India
217-C, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi

Prof. Arun C. Mehta

Former, Professor & Head

Dept. of Educational Management Information System,
National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration
17-B, Sri Aurobindo Marg, NIEPA, NCERT Campus,

New Delhi-110016

Mr. Daya Ram

Secretary Aspire India

(A Society for Promotion of Inclusive and Relevant Education)
B-117, First floor, Sarvodaya Enclave, New Delhi-110017

Mr. Deepak Yadav

Senior Project Lead, State FLN Projects — Central
242 Okhla Industrial Estate, Phase 3,

New Delhi-110020

Prof. Disha Nawani

Centre for Education, School of Education

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai Campus
V.N. Purav Marg, Deonar, Mumbai-40008

Ms. Joyce Poan

Programme Specialist and Chief of Section — Education
1, San Martin Marg

Chanakyapuri

New Delhi Delhi-110 021

Prof. Kavita Sharma

Professor

Deptt. Of Elementary Education

National Council of Educational Research and Training
G. B. Pant Block, Shri Aurobindo Marg

Hauzkhas, New Delhi-110016
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S1.No. Name and Address

13 Ms. Kiran Bhatty
Senior Fellow at Centre for Policy Research

Dharma Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110021, India

14 Prof Minati Panda
Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies,
School of Social Sciences
233, Jawaharlal Nehru University. New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi 110067

15 Prof. Nalini Juneja
Former HOD, Department of School and
Non-Formal Education, NIEPA

16 Prof. Pranati Panda
HOD, Dept. Of school and Non-Formal Education
National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration
17-B, Sri Aurobindo Marg, NIEPA, NCERT Campus,
New Delhi-110016

17 Prof. Dr. Reeta Sonawat
Director at Ampersand Group
Former Dean, Head Department of Human Development
SNDT Women’s University Mumbai

18 Dr. Reetu Chandra
Deputy Secretary (ECCE & FLN Mission)/
Assistant Mission Director, DoSE&L,
Ministry of Education, Ground Floor. Gate no 6, Cabin 4
Shashrti Bhawan, New Delhi

19 Prof. Rekha Sharma Sen
Professor, Faculty of Child Development
School of Continuing Education,
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), Maidan Garhi,
New Delhi - 110068

20 Dr. Renu Singh
Country Director, Young Lives Research to Policy Centre
47, Friends Colony, Community Centre
Mezzanine Floor New Delhi - 110 065
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21 Mr. Saktibrata Sen
Program Director, Room to Read India Trust,
D-21 Corporate Park, Office No. 201E (B), 2nd floor,
Sector — 21, Dwarka, Near Dwarka Sector 8 Metro Station,
New Delhi - 110075

22 Ms. Samyukta Subramanian
Head, Early Childhood and Early Years program
Pratham Education Foundation
B- 4/58, Safdarjung Enclave
2nd Floor, New Delhi - 110 029

23 Dr. Savita Kaushal
Associate Professor
Teacher’s Training & Non-Formal Education (IASE),
Faculty of Education,
Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi-110025

24 Dr. Sharda Kumari
Principal DIET R K Puram AM (Retd.)
A- 123, Prodyogiki Apartments,
Plot - 11, Sector- 3, Dwarka, 110078

25 Mr. Subir Shukla
Principal Coordinator IGNUS Group
Former Educational Quality Advisor to MHRD, Government of India
EH- 1/205, Eldeco Utopia, Sector- 93A, Noida 201304

26 Prof. Sudesh Mukhopadhayay
Independent consultant
Educational Technology and Management Academy (ETMA)
(Former Chairperson of the Rehabilitation Council of India)
Gurugram

27 Ms. Sunisha Ahuja,
Education Specialist — Early Childhood Education, UNICEF India
UNICEF House, 73 Lodi Estate
New Delhi 110 003
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28

29

30

31

32

33

Name and Address

Prof. Sunita Chugh

Professor

National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration
17-B, Sri Aurobindo Marg, NIEPA,

NCERT Campus, New Delhi-110016

Prof. Suniti Sanwal

HOD

Deptt. of Elementary Education

National Council of Educational Research and Training
G. B. Pant Block, Shri Aurobindo Marg

Hauz khas, New Delhi- 110016

Prof. Veera Gupta

Professor

Department of Educational Policy

National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration
17-B, Sri Aurobindo Marg, NIEPA, NCERT Campus,

New Delhi-110016

Prof. Venita Kaul

Visiting Professor

School of Education Studies
Campus, AUD, Lothian Rd,
Kashmere Gate, Delhi, 110006

Prof. Vibha Joshi

Professor, School of Education,

Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU),
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi - 110068

New Delhi, India

Prof. Vimla Ramachandran

Former National Fellow and Professor of Teacher Management NIEPA
Founder and Former Managing Director of ERU Consultant Private LTD
704 Akshat Trishala C- 57 Mahaveer Marg,

C Scheme Jaipur- 302001
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1 Mr. Abhishek Singh
IAS, President & CEO
National e-Governance Division (NeGD)
Ministry of Electronics
New Delhi- 110003

2 Prof. Amarendra P. Behera
Joint Director
Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET)
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
New Delhi-110016

3 Prof. Ashok K Gaba
Former Director
School of Vocational Education and Training
Indira Gandhi National Open University
New Delhi-110 068

4 Mr. Buddha Chandrasekher
Chief Coordinating Officer
All India Council for Technical Education
Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj
New Delhi- 110070

5 Prof. Harpreet Kaur Bhatia
Vice Chancellor (I/¢c)
National Law University Delhi
Dwarka,
New Delhi

6 Prof. Jagat Bhushan Nadda
Director
Consortium For Educational Communication
[.U.A.C. Campus, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg
Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-110016
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7 Prof. Jayshree Shinde
Director
Teaching-Learning Centre
SNDT Women’s University
Juhu Road, Santacruz (W)
Mumbai- 400 049

8 Prof. M M Pant
Former Pro-Vice-Chancellor
IGNOU
New Delhi

9 Prof. M. N. Doja
Director
IIIT Sonepat
IIT Delhi Techno Park
Rajiv Gandhi Education City Rai , Sonepat
Haryana

10 Prof. Marmar Mukhopadhyay
Former Director
Educational Technology and Management Academy.
New Delhi

11 Prof. O. P. Kalra
Vice Chancellor
SGT University, Budhera, Gurugram Badly Road,
Gururgram
Harayana-122505

12 Dr. Parameswaran
Consultant
SWAYAM
Ministry of Education
New Delhi

13 Prof. Rakesh Kumar Singh
Indira Gandhi Women Technical University
New Delhi
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14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Name and Address

Dr. Ramesh Chandra Sharma
Associate Professor

& Director HRDC

School of Global Affairs
Ambedkar University Delhi
New Delhi- 110006

Prof. Sameer Sahasrabudhe
Professor of Practice
Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Prof. Santosh Panda

Director

Staff Training and Research Institute

Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU)
Prof. G Ram Reddy Block-16, Maidan Garhi

New Delhi - 110068

Dr. B. Shadrach

Director

Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA)
7/8 Sarv Priya Vihar

New Delhi - 110016

Prof. Srikrishna Deva Rao
Vice-Chancellor

NALSAR University of Law
Hyderabad

Prof. Vimal Rath

Joint Director

GAD TLC of University of Delhi
New Delhi

Prof. Y. Narasimhulu

Director UGC- HRDC
University of Hyderabad

Prof. CR Rao Road, Gachibowli
Hyderabad

Telangana-500046
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1 Ms. Abhilasha Sood
Gender Responsive Budgeting Coordinator
MWCD, UN Women

2 Professor Amit Mukherjee
Indian Institute of Management
Lucknow

3 Shri Atul Sobti

Director General

Standing Conference of Public Enterprises
(SCOPE)

1** Floor, Core 8, SCOPE Complex, 7, Lodhi Road
New Delhi-110003

4 Professor Furqgan Qamar
Professor of Management
Centre for Management Studies (CMS)
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI)
Jamia Nagar, Okhla, New Delhi, Delhi 110025

5 Huma Masood
National Programme officer Education and gender UNESCO
1, San Martin Marg
Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110 021

6 Ms. Joyce Poan
Chief of Education Sector, UNESCO
1, San Martin Marg
Chanakyapuri
New Delhi-110 021

7 Dr. Kuldeep Agarwal
Director Academic (Former) NIOS
Board of open schooling & Skill Education (BOSSE),
Amdo Golai NH-10, Near RBI Bank Gangtok,
Sikkim (India) 737102
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11
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13
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15
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Name and Address

Dr. Maneesh Mishra
EVP, Strategy, . NSDC

Shri Neeraj Kumar, I.T.S.

Deputy Director General & Mission Director, National Broadband Mission,
Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications,

Room No.201, 2™ Floor, UIDAI Building, Bangla Sahib

Road, New Delhi-110001

Dr. Pankaj Mittal

Secretary General

Association of Indian Universities
16 Comrade Indrajit Gupta Marg
Opposite National Bal Bhawan
Near I.T.O., New Delhi- 110002

Dr. Prashant Garg
Registrar, IIT, Roorkee

Mr. Ravindra Singh
Chief Executive officer at skill council for persons with Disability

Professor Sanjoy Roy

Director, ILLL

Department of Social Work

(UGC Centre of Advanced Study), University of Delhi.Delhi-110007

Prof. Santosh Mehrotra

Centre for Informal Sector and Labour Studies
School of Social Sciences

Jawaharlal Nehru University

New Delhi-110067

Prof. Santosh Panda
Director, STRIDE, IGNOU
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068

Mr. Tanmoy Roy Mahindra
Associate Vice-President

Head HR & Program Management
Mahindra Finance, Digital Fin.Co.
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Mr. Upmith Singh
Head, Strategy and Operations, SSC NASSCOM, Project Lead, Future Skills

Dr. Vinnie Jauhari

Learning and Skills Lead

Microsoft Corporation (India) Pvt Ltd.
Level 10, Tower C, Epitome

Building No. 5, DLF Cyber City

Phase 3, Gurugram 122002

Dr. V. S. Mehrotra
Head, NSQ development Cell
Professor (Plant Protection)

Professor Y Sreekanth
Professor & Principal, Regional Institute of Education, Manasagangotri,

Mysuru, 570006
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1 Dr. Abhay Jere
Chief Innovation Officer,
Innovation Cell,
Ministry of Education,
Government of India

2 Professor Abhishek Kumar Singh
Professor,
Materials Theory and Simulation Lab Materials Research Centre; and Chair,
International Relations,
Indian Institute of Science-Bangalore

3 Mr. Adrian Mutton
Founder and Executive Chairman,
Sannam S$4 Group

4 Professor Amar Nath Samanta
Professor,
Chemical Engineering Department and National Co-ordinator (GIAN),
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5 Dr. B.Chandrasekar

Executive Director (Corporate Planning),
EdCIL (India) Limited

6 Professor J. K. Bajaj
Chairperson,
Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

7 Professor Lalit Mohan Pandey
Professor,
Department of Bioscience and Engineering and Associated Faculty,
Center for Indian Knowledge Systems,
IIT Guwahati
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8 Dr. Mousumi Mukherjee
Associate Professor & Deputy Director,
International Institute for Higher Education Research and Capacity Building
(ITHEd)
OP Jindal Global University

9 Dr. Nisha Mendiratta
Head - Climate Change Programmes,
Department of Science and Technology, Government of India

10 Professor Pankaj Jalote
Distinguished Professor,
HIT-Delhi (Founding Director, 2008 - 2018)

11 Professor Pankaj Mittal
Secretary General,
Association of Indian Universities

12 Dr. Rama Swami Bansal
Chief Scientist and Head,
International S&T Affairs Directorate (ISTAD)
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Registrar,
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14 Dr. Shashank Shah
Director (Higher Education),
NITI Aayog, Government of India

15 Professor Shyam Menon
Vice-Chancellor,
BML Munjal University
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Professor,

Centre for the Study of Social Systems,
Jawaharlal Nehru University
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Theme 1: Ensuring Foundational Literacy and Numeracy especially in the context of blended learning

S A

Anjita Singh
Mansi Pandey
Aysha Mallik
Pabitra Saha
Anuradha Shah

Theme 2: Making Tech-enabled learning more inclusive, qualitative and collaborative at every level

S A

Aishwarya Sharma
Govinda Kumar Sah
Yashmita

Bisma Manzoor
Ankita Singh

Theme 3: Building capacities, promoting life-long learning in the context of future of work

1. 1.

2. 2
3. 3
4. 4.
5.5

Ridhi Jain

Kaarika Das
Dipannita Mukherjee
Sarah David
Akanksha

Theme 4: Strengthening Research, promoting innovation through richer collaboration

T

1.

2
3
4.
5

Fatima Zahra
Kumari Archana
Vandana Singh
Srishti Bhatia
Ayana Pathak
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NIEPA FACULTY & STAFF

Vice-Chancellor (l/c)
Professor Sudhanshu Bhushan

Department of Educational Planning

Prof. K. Biswal, Professor and Head

Prof. (Mrs.) P. Geetha Rani, Professor (On lien)
Dr. Santwana Mishra, Associate Professor

Dr. N. K. Mohanty, Assistant Professor

Dr. Suman Negi, Assistant Professor

Department of Educational Administration
Prof. Kumar Suresh, Professor and Head

Prof. Vineeta Sirohi, Professor

Dr. Anshu Srivastava, Associate Professor

Dr. (Mrs.) V. Sucharita, Assistant Professor

Department of Educational Finance
Prof. Mona Khare, Professor and Head
Dr. V. P. S. Raju, Assistant Professor

Department of Educational Policy

Prof. Avinash K. Singh, Professor and Head
Prof. Veera Gupta, Professor

Prof. Manisha Priyam, Professor

Dr. S. K. Mallik, Assistant Professor

Department of School & Non-Formal
Education

Prof. Pranati Panda, Professor and Head
Prof. Rashmi Diwan, Professor

Prof. Madhumita Bandyopadhyay, Professor
Prof. Sunita Chugh, Professor

Dr. Amit Gautam, Associate Professor

Mr. A. N. Reddy, Assistant Professor

Dr. Kashyapi Awasthi, Assistant Professor

Department of Higher & Professional
Education

Prof. Sudhanshu Bhushan, Head
Prof. Aarti Srivastava, Professor
Prof. Neeru Snehi, Professor

Dr. Sangeeta Angom, Associate Professor

Department of Training and Professional
Development in Education

Prof. B. K. Panda, Professor and Head

Dr. Mona Sedwal, Assistant Professor

ICT Unit

Prof. K. Srinivas, Professor and Head
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National Centre for School Leadership
Prof. Rashmi Diwan, Professor and Head
Prof. Sunita Chugh, Professor

Dr. Kashyapi Awasthi, Assistant Professor
Dr. Subitha G. V., Assistant Professor

Dr. Charu Smita M alik, Assistant Professor
Dr. Shadma Absar, Assistant Professor

Dr. Pooja Singhal, Assistant Professor

Centre for Policy Research in Higher
Education

Prof. P. K. Misra, Director

Dr. Nidhi S. Sabharwal, Associate Professor
Dr. Anupam Pachauri, Assistant Professor
Dr. Garima Malik, Assistant Professor

Dr. Jinusha Panigrahi, Assistant Professor

School Standard and Evaluation Unit
Prof. Pranati Panda, Professor and Head

Prof. Rasmita D. Swain, Professor

Unit for International Cooperation

Prof. K. Ramachandran, Senior Advisor

Dr. Tshering C. Bhutia, Advisor & In-charge
Dr. Binay Prasad, Deputy Advisor

Dr. Eldho Mathews, Deputy Advisor

Dr. Alok Ranjan, Deputy Advisor

Project Management Unit
Prof. K. Srinivas, Head
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NIEPA ADMINISTRATION

Registrar Publication Unit

Dr. Sandeep Chatterjee Mr. Amit Singhal, Deputy Publication Officer
General and Personnel Administration Library/Documentation Centre

Dr. D. S Thakur, Administrative Officer (I/c) Mrs. Puja Singh, Librarian

Mr. Chander Prakash, S. O. (GA) Dr. D. S. Thakur, Documentation Officer

Ms. Suchitra Bhatnagar, Incharge (P)
Training Cell

Academic Administration Ms. Sonam Anand, Incharge

Mr. Bharat Bhushan, Incharge
Hindi Cell

Finance and Accounts Dr. Ravi Prakash Singh, Hindi Editor
Mr. Nishant Sinha, Finance Officer

Mr. Kamal Kumar Gupta, Incharge Hostel Reception

Dr. V. P. S. Raju, Hostel Warden
Computer Centre Dr. Kashyapi Awasthi, Assistant Hostel Warden
Mr. Chandra Kumar M ], System Analyst
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